
Wood Destroying Insect Report Exam Study Guide 
 
See the PDF containing the actual WDIR report. Page 1 is the front of the report and Page 2 is the back. 
Know each section and all of the information on the back/Page 2.  
 
This exam will be a combination of the following types of questions 

• True/False 
• Listing 
• Short answer 
• Multiple choice 

 
 
Rules and Regulations regarding the WDIR. This section will give you information about each section on the 
front of the WDIR 
§121. Wood Destroying Insect Report  

A. A wood destroying insect report approved by the commission shall be issued when any inspection is made to 
determine the presence of wood destroying insects, specifically for acts of sale of structures, but not limited for this 
purpose. 

B. Any wood destroying insect report or written instrument issued for the transfer of real property shall be issued 
by a person who is licensed by the commission in termite control or a certified WDIR technician, and is working 
under the supervision of a person who is licensed by the commission in termite control. This instrument shall carry a 
guarantee that the property will be treated without charge should live wood destroying insects with the exception, 
the presence of frass will be acceptable as evidence of a live infestation of power post beetles; however, frass shall 
be exuding or streaming from the holes on the outside of the wood, covered by this report, and be found within 90 
days from date of inspection. 

1. A contract approved by the commission shall be issued on date of treatment. 

2. This contract shall be reported to the commission and a fee paid as required by the Structural Pest Control 
Law. 

C. Regulations for completing wood destroying insect reports LPCA-143 WDIR without the Arbitration clause 
and 143 A. with the Arbitration clause. The following numbered sections correspond to the numbered sections on 
WDIR Form LPCA 143 and 143 A. LPCA 143 and 143 A shall be completed as follows. 

1. Enter HUD/FHA/VA Case number (if available). 
2. Enter date of structure(s) inspection. 
3.A. Enter name of inspection company. 
3.B. Enter address (including street, city, state, and zip code) of inspection company. 
3.C. Enter telephone number (include area code) of inspection company. 
4. Enter pest control inspector license number. 
5.A. Enter name and address of property owner\seller at the time of inspection. 
5.B. Enter address of property inspected (including street, city, state, and zip code). 
5.C. List only structures located at address in 5B that are part of this report. 
5.D. Information only. This area shall not be checked, circled or marked in any way. 
6. If any areas of the structure(s) were obstructed or inaccessible mark box YES. If no, mark box NO. 
7. Check the appropriate block as to the construction of the structure(s) inspected. More than one block 
can be checked. 
8.A. Check this block only when there is no visible evidence of wood destroying insects in 
accessible areas on the structure(s) inspected. Evidence includes but is not limited to: live or dead wood 



destroying insects, wood destroying insect parts, shelter tubes, shelter tube stains, frass, exit holes or 
damaged wood due to wood destroying insects.  
8.B. Check this block if evidence of wood destroying insects is observed. Evidence includes but is 
not limited to: live or dead wood destroying insects, wood destroying insect parts, shelter tubes, shelter 
tube stains, frass, exit holes or evidence of damage due to wood destroying insects. If live wood 
destroying insects are observed, identify and list the insect(s) observed and the location(s) in this Section. 
8.C. Check this box if visible evidence of damage due to wood destroying insects was observed. 
Evidence of damage is defined as obvious feeding or removal of wood by wood destroying insects 
including "etching" or "scabbing" marks on the wood surface(s). Identify the wood destroying insect and 
list the location(s) of evidence of damage caused by wood destroying insects in this Section. 
8.D. Treatment was or will be performed by inspection company? YES or No; If YES, explain as 
follows: 

a. Inspecting company with a current treatment contract on the structure(s) inspected: list the original 
treatment date for all structures treated and the contract type. 

b. Inspecting company without a current treatment contract on the structure(s) inspected: list the 
structure(s) to be treated and the type of treatment and contract. 
9. Additional comments (If necessary, continue on reverse side). 
10. Make no marks in this section. 
11. Do not mark in this section. 
a. If any of the conditions listed in this paragraph on the WDIR (LPCA 143 & 143 A) are present under 
or to within 12 inches of the inspected structure(s), list them in section #10 of this report. 
12. Signature and registration\licensee number of inspector conducting the inspection. 
13. Enter date of inspector signature. 
14. Enter name of person requesting the WDIR (if available). 
15. Enter name of person WDIR received by (if available). 
16. Title of person in Number 15 (if available). 
17. Date of signature of Number 15 (if available). 

D. Minimum Specifications for conducting a Wood Destroying Insect Report 

1. No person shall conduct a WDIR inspection unless that person is properly licensed in termite control or is a 
certified WDIR technician.  

2. Persons described in LAC 7:XXIII.121.D.1 shall inspect all unobstructed or accessible areas 
including but not limited to bath traps with visible access, crawl spaces of raised pier construction, and 
attics having a permanent 

 

Other information to know for the WDIR exam 
• Qualified inspector: licensed or registered person who has been trained in wood destroying 

insect inspection procedures  
• Insects covered by this report 

o Subterranean termites 
o Drywood termites 
o Powder post beetles 
o Old house borers 
o Carpenter ants 
o Carpenter bees 

• LPCA-143 and LPCA 143A are the only WDIR report forms that are currently approved by the La 
Structural Pest Control Commission. 



• Entire structure must be inspected, even if no termite mud tubes/tunnels are found on the 
exterior of the structure.  

• 5 conditions listed on the WDIR that increase the possibility of undetected subterranean termite 
infestation (be able to list 3 of these) 

o Wood to ground contact 
o Slab below grade 
o Vegetation or vines growing on exterior wall 
o Bath traps with visual access 
o Live wood destroying insects within 12 inches of the structure 

• WDIR carries guarantee that the property will be treated without charge should live wood 
destroying insects be found within 90 days of the inspection 

• Visible evidence of wood destroying insects (be able to list 4) 
o Live or dead wood destroying insects 
o Shelter tubes 
o Frass 
o Exit holes or damaged wood due to wood destroying insects 

• To properly inspect for WDIRs, must know 
o Species 
o Habits 
o Recognize damage 

• The date of inspection should always be entered on the WDIR 
• Section 4 reads “ Pest Control Operator License Number.” The Certified Operators license 

number is entered in this section.  
• Section 5C states “Structure(s) inspected on the property”. You must list all the structures on the 

property that you have inspected.  
• Section 5D states “Only structures listed in 5C were inspected and are included in this report. 

Detached garages, sheds, lean-tos, fences or other buildings on the property will not be included 
in this inspection report unless specifically noted” 

o This is an informational section only 
o Nothing is to be written or circled in this section 

If evidence of wood destroying damage is observed, Section 8B and 8C should be checked  
If visible evidence of damage is found due to wood destroying insects, you DO NOT  

o determine the extent or severity of the structural damage you observe 
o determine if the damaged area should be replaced 

• In section 8D, Treatment was or will be performed by inspection company? YES or No; If YES, 
explain as follows:  

o Inspecting company with a current treatment contract on the structure(s) inspected: list 
the original treatment date for all structures treated and the contract type. 

o Inspecting company without a current treatment contract on the structure(s) inspected: 
list the structure(s) to be treated and the type of treatment and contract. 

• All reports are made on the basis of what is accessible at the time of inspection  



• Two important tools necessary for a proper inspection 
o Flashlight  
o Screwdriver 

• Most common areas to find subterranean termites in a home is Bathroom and outside 
perimeter areas 
 

 

Construction  
• 2 basic slab types 

o Monolithic 
o Supported 

 

2 guidelines for determining if there is an active powder post beetle infestation 
1. Active larvae/pupae are observed  
2. Frass/powder falling from holes 

 

Basic Termite Biology 
• Termite have exoskeleton  
• Termites exchange food via trophallaxis  
• Termite antennae are moniliform (beaded) 
• Termite alates 

o Only winged members 
o Have 2 pair of antennae  

• subterranean colony castes: queen, worker, soldiers  
o  Workers and soldiers do all work 

• Termite alates have compound eyes 
o Alates or swarmers are winged reproductive of colony 
o Termite alates have 4 wings. All are the same size 
o Ant alates have 4 wings, but are NOT all the same size 

• Drywood termite produce fecal pellets which have 6 grooves in them 
• 2 types of subterranean termites found in Louisiana 

o Formosan   
o Native (Reticulitermes) 

• Subterranean termites can live above ground if food, moisture and a favorable temperature is 
available 

• Drywood and subterranean termites are completely different. They are not the same type of 
termites.  
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